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By Marissa Torre (Grade 7)

At West Hollow, the staff and students are making an 
effort to help families in our community who are 
struggling to get food for their Thanksgiving dinner. 
Students are able to donate food and/or money in 
Advisory from November first to November eighteenth. To 
motivate more people to donate, the school has created a 
friendly school wide competition for each grade to 
compete in, along with a prize. The class from each grade 
that makes the most bags of food will be awarded a bagel 
breakfast. The class from each grade that raises the most 
money will win a pizza lunch. 
Some of the donations brought in will be in cans. Those 
items are corn, fruit, and green beans. The donations that 
will be accepted that are not canned are sweet potatoes, 
yams, cranberry sauce, gravy, stuffing, corn bread, cake 
mix, mashed potatoes, and macaroni and cheese. A student 
can donate as much food and/or money as they would 
like. Some Advisory classes are having students hand in 
the money to their teacher and the teacher is using the 
money to purchase the required foods. The bags that are 
made will be donated to the Gerald Ryan Outreach Center 
and West Hollow families that are struggling to get food 
for their Thanksgiving dinner. 

Thanksgiving Bags at West Hollow



Before I started the school day, my mom told me I was going to the 
orthodontist after school that same day. I had no clue I was getting 
braces put on after school. Before I knew it, school was over and I was 
sitting in my Mom’s car with a stomach ache caused by nerves. The next 
thing I knew, I was sitting in the chair at the orthodontist’s office and 
they were putting braces on my teeth. Surprisingly, I didn’t even feel it.  
After, I questioned what was actually going on.  I mean , “Isn’t this 
supposed to hurt?” I thought.  I asked the dental assistant who was 
working on me, “What are you doing?” She answered, “I’m putting your 
braces on.” “WHAT?” I questioned. What was actually happening started to 
sink in.  Unfortunately, after I ate, sure enough my teeth and gums were 
sore. I thought the pain would last for two to three years.  

That is when my orthodontist instructed me that I couldn't eat corn 
unless it was cut.  He went on to say no apples, and absolutely, no 
bagels!  He said they would hurt my teeth and gums the most!  At first, my 
mom cut my bagels into little pieces for me. Plain bagels with cream 
cheese are my favorite, so we had to make this adjustment.  Luckily, 
today she doesn’t have to do this anymore because I am used to my 
braces and the pain disappeared way before two years.  Something anyone 
getting braces  should know is the easiest food to eat without any pain is 
eggs, especially when they’re scrambled.
   
The best thing about getting  braces is you can choose a band color. The 
first band color I chose was blue because at the time blue was my 
favorite color.  On the next visit, I selected purple because that is my 
new favorite color. You change your band color every time you visit the 
orthodontist. I got my braces at Island Orthodontist.  If you go there 
you won't be bored while you are getting your  braces put on because 
there is a TV to keep you entertained.   I usually bring a book or 
homework to work on in the waiting room.  

Don’t worry if you break a brace, or if a bracket stabs your cheek, wax 
will help make the pain go away.

Braces are definitely not as bad as you may have been told.  Just think, 
when your braces are removed you are left with a beautiful smile.

By Noa Dagan (Grade 6)

Braces



Thanksgiving
By Chloe Leshnower and Blake Rabinowitz (Grade 8)



 By Suleiman Bukhat  (Grade 6)

Climate Change  
& Deforestation

Imagine. Imagine a healthy green forest. Birds sing and glide through the 
air. Chipmunks silently eat their acorns, lions and tigers roar, while 
monkeys climb up tall trees. Suddenly, a spark of lightning causes a fire. 
The forest is burning!  Trees are burning down and animals are getting 
hurt. The fire spreads with strong gusts of winds. Trees turn to ash. The 
heat is increasing. This is a wildfire. 
Wildfires are most commonly caused by lightning. Lightning is caused by 
Climate Change, and Climate Change is caused by humans. So the basic 
reason why Wildfires happen is because of humans. Humans cause Climate 
Change. 
Climate Change causes extremely hot weather. This is bad for many 
reasons. Do you love Polar Bears? Penguins? Snow Leopards, or Arctic 
Foxes? Well, all these animals and more are suffering because of Climate 
Change. Their habitats are getting destroyed because of the weather. Their 
habitats are melting and becoming lakes of water. Polar Bears, Arctic 
Foxes, and Snow Leopards cannot survive in water like other animals can, 
so they are becoming endangered.   
Deforestation is the process of clearing forests, or lots of trees by 
cutting them down. This is hazardous to the environment. Remind me again, 
what do we need to survive? Oxygen, right. Well, what provides oxygen? 
Trees! So, if the trees in the environment keep getting cut down there will 
be less oxygen. That’s why I like to say, “If you cut one tree down, plant 
two more.” 
Climate Change and Deforestation are bad for this planet. They have 
caused many amazing and beautiful creatures to become endangered, or 
extinct. Every year, 50,000 species are extinct because of deforestation. 
99% of species are at risk of extinction as a result of human activities. We 
need to stop Climate Change and Deforestation to save the planet. 
Deforestation causes Climate Change, so we should stop cutting down 
trees, or as suggested, “If you cut down one tree, plant two more.” 
Finally, Pollution causes Climate Change, so don’t use your car that 



By Janiyah Gray (Grade 6)

Did you know that there is a National Holiday every day? Do you know 
who created these holidays? Are you curious about the history 
behind them?  National Holidays are the days in life set aside that 
nearly anyone can enjoy. Some people just like hearing what the 
National Day is, while others may enjoy hearing the funny names 
given to each of these holidays. 

The celebration of National Holidays strengthens the unity amongst 
individuals of a community, or in this case, our school. The founder 
of National Holidays is Marlo Anderson. Marlo developed this idea by 
saying he was a serial entrepreneur, and he started the National 
Calendar almost seven years ago as a blog about National Days. 
Marlo started a very unique calendar as a way to share additional 
information on more obscure, unique holidays. He launched his site 
on January 19, 2013. Little did Marlo know, he wasn’t the only one 
looking to celebrate forgotten holidays. In July that same year, 
over 100,000 people visited the site. By the following July in 2014, 
over one million people had stopped by.  In 2015, Marlo had over 
three million visitors. It is because of Marlo’s site that we 
celebrate National Holidays.

Some of my favorite holidays for this month are: Sandwich Day, 
Nacho Day, Book Lovers Day, and American Recycles Day. I think we 
should celebrate these National Days, especially Book Lovers Day 
because books provide us with knowledge, while helping us with 
everyday things. Recycling Day is important as well because when we 
recycle, it helps limit the pollution on Earth. 

Most National Holidays are centered around food. National Cherry 
Pie Day, National Chocolate Mint Day, National Popcorn Day, are a few 
of many national food days.  
Do you know how food holidays began? Unlike Thanksgiving, or 
Christmas many food holidays were started by a marketing, or Public 
Relations Department, PRD. Food is almost always a part of any 
holiday.  That is what provoked someone to think, “Why not make a 
food holiday?” By the following year, almost everyone had heard of 
it.  

It is fascinating to think about how each National Holiday started.  
What are your favorite National Holidays?             





Interviewing Mrs. Manzione

  By Hana Hora  (Grade 7)

Q: What inspired you to teach math?

A: What inspired me to become a teacher was I always had a joy of 
working with children.  From a young age, I babysat and worked as a camp 
counselor.  While in college, I volunteered and helped students of 
different ages with their school work.  I knew that I always wanted to 
teach.  Math was always my favorite subject.  My hope was to show my 
students that everyone can be successful and enjoy math.

Q: Did you have a job before becoming a teacher?

A: I started teaching the September after I graduated college.  I started 
my career teaching math at Saint Anthony’s High School and then came to 
Half Hollow Hills in 2008.  I started working at West Hollow, while later 
sharing time within the High Schools.

Q: What’s your favorite thing about working at West Hollow Middle 
School? 

A: My favorite thing about working at West Hollow are the students and 
staff.  We are lucky to be part of such a warm and loving building where 
coming to work is a pleasure, not a job.

Q: What is your favorite movie of all time? Why? 

A: My favorite movie is Elf.  I love Christmas time and it is a movie that 
can always make me laugh and feel happy.

Q: Who is your personal hero/role model? Why?

A: My personal role models are my parents.  They are the two most 
selfless people I know.  They put their all into their family and have 
always been my biggest supporters.
Q: Which mythical creature would you want to become? Why? 

A: I would say the mythical creature I would want to become is a unicorn.  
Not only would my daughters think I was the coolest mom, but I would 
like to have the magical powers to heal sicknesses and wounds.
Q: Where would you like to travel? Why?

A: I would love to travel to Italy.  My family has come here from Italy so 
it has always been a hope that I would get there some day to explore my 
family roots.

Q: Who is your favorite actor/actress?

A: Emma Stone is my favorite actress.  Any role that she plays I feel she 
always does an amazing job towards portraying that part.



By Zoya Waqas (Grade 7) 

Providence Book Review

I have recently read a captivating, heart-wrenching, and addictive 
book. This novel grabs the reader by the collar and draws them 
in. This thrilling book is titled, Providence and was written by 
Caroline Kepnes. Kepnes is the famous author of the book, Hidden 
Bodies, which was later made into the cynical Netflix series, You.
 I decided to read Providence because the blurb was grabbing. 
Kepnes provides the gist of what you are about to encounter and 
leaves you both, curious and excited.  You feel  as if you were a 
young child about to walk into a candy store with free-range. On 
the back of the book, where other authors provide their opinions, 
another well-known author wrote, Providence was one of her 
favorite books of all time.
Providence takes place in Nashua, New Hampshire, with a 13-year-
old boy who is an introvert by nature. 13-year-old Jon Bronson 
is in the sixth grade when he makes a friend named Chloe. The boy 
prefers to hang out with his class hamster rather than his peers. 
This story is told from the first-person point of view. Jon has a 
treehouse in his backyard where he and Chloe meet to talk for 
hours. Jon secretly loves Chloe and right before he is about to 
let her know, Jon is unexpectedly kidnapped. Chloe has given up 
on Jon’s return and moves on. A few years later, Jon wakes up in 
a random room inside of the mall. His body has changed from a 
skimpy 6th grader into a bulky 10th grader within what appears to 
be a flash. In addition to that, Jon gains strange “powers”. His 
mission is to catch the man who did this to him and finally tell 
his soulmate, Chloe he loves her. 
 I would highly recommend this book to people who like to get 
lost in reading. If you like adventure, or science fiction this 
book is definitely not for you. I personally like to read about 
the crazy realities of this world, such as stalkers, mind 
manipulation, etc…. The author made the book a bit confusing in 
the beginning, so it might be a little difficult to understand at 
first, but hang in there, I promise it is worth it.  





By Blake Rabinowitz (Grade 8)

Every year since I was three years-old, my family has raised 
money for the charity Spoil Me Pink.  This charity was founded 
by my aunt Tara Pearl, Jennifer Errity, and Jennifer 
Tannenbaum.  Spoil Me Pink gives women struggling with breast 
cancer a day of makeovers, treats, and relaxation.  Most of 
these women have to deal with work, husbands, children, and/or 
daily necessities, while undergoing cancer treatment.  They are 
forced to put their lives on hold because of breast cancer.  
Spoil Me Pink is a nonprofit organization that has made so many 
women happy.  

My family has always hosted a bake sale in October, which is 
Breast Cancer Awareness Month.  During this time my house is 
filled with the wonderful aromas baking brings.  We decorate 
our house and ask our closest friends and family to donate in 
exchange for treats.  I strongly believe that it's very 
important to fundraise for the charities you believe in.   This 
will not only help others, it will also make you feel proud of 
yourself.  You can even do something as simple as run a 
lemonade stand because every dollar counts!

As you already know, my aunt is one of the three founders of 
Spoil Me Pink.  She’s a second mom, one of my best friends, my 
idol, and “the fun aunt” all rolled up into one.   My aunt was 
diagnosed with breast cancer twice and has survived.  Her story 
inspires me every day to keep going and never give up.  My aunt 
remains a constant source of joy and happiness in my life in 
spite of everything she has gone through.



I always look forward to spending summers filled with 
music and fun at Camp Encore/Coda, a sleepaway camp 
located on a beautiful lake in Sweden, Maine. When the 
pandemic hit last year, camp was canceled. However, 
because of vaccines and testing, I was thrilled to learn 
that camp was back in session for 2021!
Of course, there were necessary COVID restrictions, but 
they proved to be well worth it. Even before arriving at 
camp, campers needed to get proof of a negative COVID 
test, keep a temperature log, and quarantine for ten days 
prior to the start of camp.
Then, as camp began, there were several restrictions. For 
example, we were required to wear masks indoors, except 
for when we were in our own bunk, which was similar to 
being placed in a cohort during the school year. When 
around campers in other bunks, we had to wear masks. 
Also, social distancing while indoors was enforced.
On the fifth day of camp, everyone got tested again. 
Thankfully, we were all negative. After the exciting news, 
the directors were able to ease the restrictions a bit and 
even small changes made a big difference. They expanded 
the cohorts to upper and lower camp. Since I was in upper 
camp, I got to be around any camper bunked in upper camp 
without needing to wear a mask or social distance. This 
also applied to rehearsals I had with upper camp musical 
ensembles.
Two major aspects of camp that could not happen this 
year were trip days and visiting days. Instead of trip days, 
we slept in, took a break from music, and enjoyed fun 
activities throughout the day. Instead of visiting days 
(when we perform for parents), we had two festival days 
of performing, which were videotaped and sent to parents 
later. Overall, although camp was very different from 
previous years, it was perhaps even more special. The 
pandemic never took away the memorable experiences I 
have come to expect and experience at Camp Encore/Coda.

By Chloe Leshnower (Grade 8) 



   Isabella Karcher  (Grade 6)

Hey West Hollow!! If you want to know what's trending right now, 
take a look at the results of my survey! If there is something that 
you love, stay tuned as it might be sold at The Hut! I have surveyed 
6 girls and 4 boys and the results are posted below.

I was so amazed by all these answers!! How would you have voted??



Jasmine Zhang (Grade 7) 

There are many things you can do at West Hollow’s 
Makerspace. Kids can go to Makerspace during their 
lunch period. There are Makerspace passes located in 
the cafeteria that kids must take and bring with them to 
Makerspace.  Makerspace can be found on the side of 
the Library.  Mr. Harris and Mrs.Columbo are there 
during Makerspace hours to help you. 
Makerspace has new machines this year. 
On the Cricut, you can create stickers using a sticky 
material called vinyl. You can also design cards. They 
also have the x-carve, a new machine. You can design 
what you want on the program called, easel.  Then, you 
can carve it out. They have new 3D printers and you can 
design things on tinkercad.com. You can draw a design 
and lazer cut it on wood.  
Besides these machines Makerspace has different types 
of material like glue, cardboard, pipe cleaners, glue 
sticks, and so much more for you to get creative with.  
If you have nothing to do at lunch make sure to check 
it out! You won't regret it!
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