
As part of the instructional plan for the 2020-2021 school year 
our district is offering the option of a distance learning plan. 
Distance learning affords students the opportunity to join a 
community of learners virtually from home. This document will 
provide you with the resources and information to help manage 
learning at home. Class schedules will be posted on your child’s 
Canvas Homepage on Tuesday, September 8, 2020. Please take 
the time to familiarize yourself with the technology we are using 
and reach out to us with any questions. We are looking forward 
to partnering with our families as we embark on this exciting 
educational journey together. 

Clever 

Clever is an important first step to 
access your child’s distance learning 
classroom. Clever is a web based 
portal that provides a single sign-on 
for our instructional applications. It is 
important that you are logged into 
Chrome using your child’s Google 
account. Please click the link below 
for help logging-in to Clever.   

Canvas 

Canvas is a Learning Management 
System located on Clever. Our 
teachers will use Canvas to post 
assignments and interact with 
families. For help finding Canvas on 
Clever please click this link. 

Technology Support 

Students are encouraged to use 
devices provided by the district. 
This will enable us to better 
support you with technical 
difficulties. 

Help can also be accessed via 
email. Please include the student 
name, class, and contact number. 

canvashelp@hhh.k12.ny.us 

hhhtechhelp@hhh.k12.ny.us
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Communication With Teachers 

Please direct all questions about assignments to the teacher of the 
particular subject. Teachers will be doing their best to communicate 
content, assignments, and feedback in the most efficient and 
productive manner possible. We ask our families to please understand 
this is all a work in progress and we also will be learning as we go. This 
program is designed to enable our students to continue learning on 
pace from a remote location. Lessons will be a combination of whole 
group and small group depending on the skill/topic. Teachers will 
communicate small group lesson times directly with the parents.  Small 
group instruction will begin later in September. If at any time in the 
trimester your child becomes overwhelmed by the assignments, or is 
in need of additional challenges, it is important that you contact the 
teacher, express your interest, and then give the teacher a little time to 
adapt the workload for your child.  

First Day of School 

Remote classes are scheduled to begin on Thursday, September 10, 
2020. The first few days will be designed for introductions and 
important social/emotional experiences that will help the students get 
to know each other and their teachers. These first few days will also 
give us an opportunity to assist families who may be having technical 
difficulty or need clarification with the schedule.  

Morning Meetings 

All classes will begin the day with a brief morning meeting. The 
morning meetings will provide an opportunity for students to have 
some fun with each other, connect as peers, and participate in social 
dialogue.  Each of our teachers in the program will be responsible for 
morning meetings. This includes our special area teachers.  Students 
will have the same teacher each day. Teachers will utilize Sanford 
Harmony, a social emotional learning program, along with their own 
creativity and experience to create enjoyable social and emotional 
learning opportunities for our students. This is a time of day where the 
students simply have some fun and can focus on topics outside of the 
typical instructional areas. Social and emotional learning will of course 
be infused within the core subject learning times as well. 

Materials 

The most important supply for 
remote learning is an 
electronic device. Each 
student participating in the 
remote model will be 
provided a device. Pick up 
parades have been scheduled 
for each of the schools and 
grades.  

It’s very important that your 
child can access his/her 
Canvas account prior to 
school. Guidance documents 
can be found on our school 
website under Tools-Parent-
Canvas Access. If you need 
further help, you can email 
our support team at 
canvashelp@hhh.k12.ny.us.  

Grade Level Supply 
Lists 

Families can access the 
regular grade level supply list 
on each school’s website. 
Please help your child get 
organized with these 
materials. Teachers will give 
further instructions about 
specific materials when 
classes begin.  



Remote Learning Model 

Our remote learning model is an optional program available to 
families who have chosen to keep their child home for the first 
trimester. This program is a brand new endeavor for our district and 
we thank our families for their patience and support as we embark 
upon this new model of learning together. 

Our classes will be taught by a select group of classroom teachers, 
math specialists, and reading specialists. The reading specialists will 
be responsible for ELA instruction and the math specialists will be 
responsible for math instruction. For this reason, subjects need to be 
staggered across the grades and students will have different teachers 
throughout the day. Though teachers will change throughout the day, 
students will remain with the same classmates and travel virtually class 
to class as a group. The only exception will be our kindergarten 
students. Our youngest learners will have the same teacher for their 
main subjects. However, they too will have independent practice time 
as part of their morning or afternoon session, just as they would in 
class. 

Entry and Exit for the Remote Program 

Entry and exit within either the remote program or the in-school program 
must happen on a trimester basis. All of our class rosters and staff have been 
carefully balanced and finalized based upon enrollment in each of our 
classes across the district. Movement in and out of the program is not 
possible due to the numbers of students involved and the regulations set 
forth by the CDC, Department of Health, and State Education Department.  

If for any reason the schools are ordered to be closed during the trimester, 
students will continue on the same schedule with the same teachers. The 
first trimester ends on December 4, 2020. Families who are participating in 
the full remote program will be contacted in early November and be given 
the option to either continue with remote instruction for the second 
trimester or return to a regular school setting. Your response at that time will 
be very important and critical to the next phase of the school year. Please 
know you will be asked to make a decision at that time. Remote learning 
teachers and schedules are subject to change for the second trimester. The 
number of students scheduled to attend school in the second trimester, 
paired with safety regulations, will determine the district’s plan for going 
forward.  

Important Note 

It is important to note that each 
class will have some time in the day 
that is designated as time off 
screen to be used as independent 
practice time, just as they would in 
class. Because our teachers are 
staggered across the program and 
responsible for a number of 
classes, some classes will have this 
independent practice time in the 
early part of the day, while others 
will have it in the later part of the 
day. These times can not be flexed 
and will remain consistent 
throughout the trimester. 

Please also know the teachers in 
this program will be servicing 
multiple classes throughout the 
day. Content and skills will reflect 
the same curriculum that is being 
taught in our regular classroom 
settings.



Attendance 

Students are required to log in and attend the remote classes just 
as they would be required to attend a regular school day. Your 
child must attend the main instruction in English Language Arts 
and Mathematics to be marked present for the day. If you have a 
need or interest in prioritizing your child’s learning this trimester, 
these are the two most critical times of the day your child must be 
present and attending. 

You will be receiving additional information regarding attendance 
procedures. 

Important Dates for the Start of the School Year 

•September 8- A Welcome Note From Your Teachers 

•September 8- Schedules Posted to Canvas 

•September 8-9- Contact Helplines if you Need Support Prior to 
the First Day of School 

•September 9- Remote Kindergarten Orientation, 9 am (Teachers 
will send invites for a Zoom meeting the day prior.) 

•September 10- First Day of Remote Learning 

 

Contact Information 

Infinite Campus Help 

ichelp@hhh.k12.ny.us 

Otsego 

Mrs. Kolodny- 631-592-3600 

dkolodny@hhh.k12.ny.us 

Paumanok 

Mr. Vitolano-631-592-3650 

svitolano@hhh.k12.ny.us 

Signal Hill 

Mrs. Papadopulos- 
631-592-3700 

epapadopulos@hhh.k12.ny.us 

Sunquam 

Ms. Haltigan-631-592-3767 

mhaltigan@hhh.k12.ny.us 

Vanderbilt 

Mrs. Psihogios- 631-592-3815 

cpsihogios@hhh.k12.ny.us 
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How do I organize the 
day? 
Establish a daily schedule for learning and stick to it. Be sure to 
incorporate set learning times with your child’s teacher as well as time for 
your child to work independently on assignments. Including time for a 
screen-time break, exercise, and creativity is also important.

How do I set up for 
learning at home? 
Create a quiet work environment for your child with minimal 
distractions. Be sure this space is organized so that all learning 
materials are readily accessible. Review your child’s schedule and 
familiarize yourself with the on and off screen times of the day.

How can I help at home? 
Parents are not expected to take the place of the teacher. Parents 
are there to support learning by reinforcing the schedule, setting 
expectations, and providing time for students to intellectually 
engage with the content. When learning at home, parents can help 
by sending the message that learning is important and that 
students are still responsible for their conduct and assignments.

What if I need help? 
It is important for parents and students to know that help is available, if 
they need it. Please reach out to your child’s teacher, administrators, or 
other school personnel with any questions you may have. Technology 
assistance is also available. Email our technicians and they will answer your 
questions.

PARENT TIPS FOR DISTANCE LEARNING


