
BOARD OF EDUCTION 
HALF HOLLOW HILLS CENTRAL SCHOOL DISTRICT 

MEETING OF MARCH 13, 2006 
 
APPROVED AS WRITTEN – MARCH 27, 2006 – OFFICIAL COPY 
 
MEMBERS PRESENT: Fran Greenspan, Vice President 
    Jeanine Bottenus 
    Carole Catapano 
    Bradley Kessler, M.D. 
    Jay Marcucci 
    Anne Marie Sorkin 
 
MEMBERS ABSENT: Steve Noskin, President 
 
ALSO PRESENT:  Sheldon Karnilow, Superintendent 
    Mike DeStio, Assistant Superintendent for Secondary Education 
    Kelly Fallon, Assistant Superintendent for District-wide Administration 
    Patrick Harrigan, Assistant Superintendent for Research, Assessment 
       and Special Services 
    Victor Manuel, Assistant Superintendent for Finance and Facilities 
    Gloria Smith, Assistant Superintendent for Elementary Education 
    Jack Feldman, Esq., Board Counsel 
    District Clerk and Guests 
 
CALL TO ORDER: The meeting, held at Sunquam Elementary School, was called to 

order by Mrs. Greenspan at 7:00 p.m. 
 
EXECUTIVE SESSION: A Motion was made by Mrs. Catapano, seconded by Mrs. 

Bottenus, and carried unanimously (6-0) to convene into Executive 
Session at 7:00 p.m. in order to discuss personnel and contractual 
issues. 

 
OPEN SESSION: The meeting convened into Open Session at 8:15 p.m. 
 
PLEDGE OF 
ALLEGIANCE: Mrs. Greenspan commenced the meeting with the Pledge of 

Allegiance. 
 
 The Board of Education and Administration introduced themselves 

to the audience. 
 
 Mrs. Greenspan welcomed everyone to the Board of Education 

Meeting this evening. 
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PRINCIPAL’S MESSAGE: Miss Karen Littell, Principal of Sunquam Elementary School, 
welcomed everyone to Sunquam, home of the Sunquam Stars.  A 
partnership of teachers, staff, parents and the community works 
together to build a professional learning environment that fosters 
the intellectual, social, emotional and physical development of 
every child.  Miss Littell highlighted several new practices 
Sunquam has started this year: a recycling campaign that is being 
piloted in the fourth grade; and a character education program 
called Project Wisdom, where daily words of wisdom are read 
aloud each morning by students and staff members to set a positive 
tone each day.  Miss Littell, along with Mr. Haubrich, Assistant 
Principal, shared some of their students’ comments on why they 
think Sunquam is a special place.  A video was presented showing 
a glimpse of life at Sunquam.  Miss Littell quoted the words of 
former President Lyndon B. Johnson “At the desk where I sit, I 
have learned one great truth.  The answer for all our national 
problems – the answer for all the problems of the world – comes to 
a single word.  That word is education.”     

 
PRESENTATION: 2006/2007 BUDGET PRESENTATION 
 
 Dr. Karnilow explained that the Board of Education and Central 

Office Staff has been hard at work creating the 2006/2007 Budget.  
Mr. Victor Manuel, Assistant Superintendent for Finance and 
Facilities, has done an excellent job in helping to prepare this 
document.  Budget information on our website will be updated 
tomorrow morning, following this evening’s meeting.   

 
 Mr. Manuel explained the budget process and presented the 

2006/2007 Proposed Budget.  A copy of Mr. Manuel’s 
presentation is attached. 

 
COMMENTS FROM 
VISITORS: James Ptucha asked the Board to do their best to keep the 

2006/2007 budget below 5%. 
 
ACTION ITEMS: PERSONNEL 
 
 A Motion was made by Mr. Marcucci, seconded by Mrs. Sorkin, 

and carried unanimously (6-0) to take the Personnel Report in its 
entirety. 

 
 A Motion was made by Mr. Marcucci, seconded by Mrs. Catapano, 

and carried unanimously (6-0) to approve the Personnel Report as 
follows.  
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 CERTIFICATED PERSONNEL 
 
 Resignations 
 1. Lisa-Louise Bocchetti HSE/Foreign Lang.  6/30/06 
 
 Employees Returning to Regular Status 
 1. Kim Newman Norris 8G DW/Art  9/1/06 
 
 Appointments/Probationary 
 1. Deborah Mueller 8F DW/Special Ed. 3/20/06-3/19/09 
 
 Substitutes 

1. Joseph Buonasera 
2. Patricia DeFillippo 
3. Jennifer Hovanec 
4. Brian Strack 

 
 NON-CERTIFICATED PERSONNEL 
 
 Resignations 
 1. Stephanie Broffman Paraprofessional/SH  3/20/06 
 2. Christine D’Amico Paraprofessional/FP  3/6/06 
 3. Evelyn Guttadauria Lunchroom Monitor/OTS 2/27/06 
 4. Scott Lercher  Paraprofessional/CW  3/9/06 
 5. Linda Urso  Hall Monitor/VAN  2/3/06 
 
 Leaves of Absence 
 1. Phyllis Peckins  Paraprofessional/VAN  3/6/06-3/31/06 
 
 Employees Returning to Regular Status 
 1. Pat Tauss   Paraprofessional/HSE  3/6/06 
 
 Appointments/Probationary 
 1. Carol Pierro $23,061 10 month Clerk Typist/HSE 3/14/06 
 2. Michael Sabella $41,000 Computer Technician/ 4/3/06 
    Instructional & MIS 
 3. Jennifer Whidbee $11.43 Food Service Worker/WH 3/14/06 
 
 Changes 
 1. John Facilla $43,101 Night Custodian to  3/14/06 
    Groundskeeper 
 2. Ana Ramirez $17.49 Food Service Worker to 3/14/06 
    Lead Food Service Worker 
 
 Substitutes 
 1. Joanne Abosch  Substitute Clerical, Monitor 3/14/06 
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 2. Stephanie Broffman Substitute Paraprofessional 3/20/06 
 3. Charles Sheron  Substitute Custodian 3/14/06 
 
 Appointments/Permanent 
 1. Karen Hubbard  Head Cook/SUN  3/14/06 
 2. Camisha Jordan  Food Service Worker/CW 3/14/06 
 3. Denise Lanza  Food Service Worker/HSE 3/14/06 
 
 Appointments – Monitors/Paraprofessionals/Etc. 
 1. Kristine Oliveri $12.83 Paraprofessional/OTS 3/14/06 
 2. Lisa Zimmerman $25.00 Extended day ABA  3/14/06 
    Paraprofessional/Pupil Personnel 
 
 Coaching appointments for Candlewood and West Hollow Middle 

Schools for Spring 2005/2006 are attached.  The appointment of 
High School East and High School West Varsity Asst. – Pole Vault 
position was approved for Brian Strack - $4,917.  

 
 Modifications to West Hollow Clubs and Activities are attached. 
 
 Schedule of Payments to Instructors for Professional 

Development/Inservice Courses is attached. 
 
 Stipend Positions for 2005/2006 School Year (2nd Half) is attached. 
 
APPROVAL OF BILLS: A Motion was made by Mrs. Bottenus, seconded by Mr. Marcucci, 

and carried unanimously (6-0) to accept the Approval of Bills for 
$4,629,471.20. 

 
BUDGET TRANSFERS: A Motion was made by Mrs. Catapano, seconded by Mrs. 

Bottenus, and carried unanimously (6-0) to approve the Budget 
Transfers. 

 
BID AWARDS: A Motion was made by Mrs. Catapano, seconded by Dr. Kessler, 

and carried unanimously (6-0) to approve Bid #06-12:  Printing of 
High School Literary Magazines. 

 
CAFETERIA POS  
SYSTEM: BE IT RESOLVED upon recommendation of the Assistant 

Superintendent for Finance and Facilities that the Half Hollow 
Hills Central School District enter into an agreement with QSP, 
LLC, CC Productions, Inc. for the purpose of providing a district 
wide Point of Sales System for the District’s Food Service 
Operation. 
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 A Motion was made by Dr. Kessler, seconded by Mrs. Catapano, 
and carried unanimously (6-0) to approve the above Resolution. 

 
HEALTH SERVICES: A Motion was made by Mrs. Catapano, seconded by Mr. Marcucci, 

and carried unanimously (6-0) to approve the following Health 
Services: 

 
 No. of Students Name of District  Contract Price 
       3 Bay Shore UFSD $1,661.07 
     13 Deer Park UFSD $8,020.74 
            9 Plainview-Old Bethpage CSD $5,706.00 
 
CHANGE ORDER: BE IT RESOLVED that the Board of Education moves to accept 

the change order for work done by Relle Electric on the Electrical 
Contract of Additions and Alterations at Sunquam Elementary 
School. 

 
 A Motion was made by Mrs. Sorkin, seconded by Mr. Marcucci, 

and carried unanimously (6-0) to approve the above Resolution. 
 
DONATION OF SHELVES: BE IT RESOLVED that the Board of Education moves to accept 

the generous donation from Marty Boettcher, Principal of 
Vanderbilt Elementary School, of five shelving units to be installed 
in a storage room at Vanderbilt. 

 
 A Motion was made by Mrs. Sorkin, seconded by Mr. Marcucci, 

and carried unanimously (6-0) to approve the above Resolution. 
 
ESTABLISHMENT OF SCHOLARSHIP FUND – DECORATIVE ARTISTS 
OF LONG ISLAND: BE IT RESOLVED that the Board of Education moves to accept 

the generous donation from Decorative Artists of Long Island in 
the amount of $1,000 for the purpose of establishing two $500 Art 
Scholarships for the class of 2006; one for High School East and 
one for High School West. 

 
 A Motion was made by Mrs. Catapano, seconded by Mr. Marcucci, 

and carried unanimously (6-0) to approve the above Resolution. 
 
CONSULTANT 
CONTRACT: A Motion was made by Mr. Marcucci, seconded by Mrs. Bottenus, 

and carried unanimously (6-0) to approve the agreement between 
Half Hollow Hills Central School District and AHRC-Suffolk to 
provide special education services to children residing in the 
district and attending AHRC-Suffolk. 
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BIENNIAL REVIEW: A Motion was made by Mrs. Sorkin, seconded by Mrs. Catapano, 
and carried unanimously (6-0) to approve the Biennial Review of 
the District’s School-Based Management Plan. 

 
MINUTES: A Motion was made by Mr. Marcucci, seconded by Mrs. Sorkin, 

and carried unanimously (6-0) to approve the Minutes of February 
27, 2006 as written. 

 
 ADDENDUM TO BUSINESS REPORT 
 
 A Motion was made by Mrs. Catapano, seconded by Mr. Marcucci, 

and carried unanimously (6-0) to approve the following Lead 
Agency Designation and Negative Declaration for the proposed 
additions and alterations at Forest Park, Chestnut Hill and 
Vanderbilt Elementary Schools. 

 
   FOREST PARK PROPOSED ADDITIONS AND ALTERATIONS 
 
    Lead Agency Designation 
 

 WHEREAS, the Board of Education of the Half Hollow Hills 
Central School District is considering additions and alterations at 
the Forest Park Elementary School, and 

 
 WHEREAS, pursuant to 6 NYCRR §617.4 and §617.5, the Board 

of Education of the Half Hollow Hills Central School District 
reviewed the proposed action and has preliminarily determined that 
same is an Unlisted Action; and  

 
 WHEREAS, pursuant to 6 NYCRR Part 617, coordinated review 

of an Unlisted Action is optional and was not undertaken by the 
Board of Education of the Half Hollow Hills Central School 
District; 

 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that, the Board of 

Education of the Half Hollow Hills Central School District hereby 
designates itself as lead agency pursuant to the implementing 
regulations of the State Environmental Quality Review Act, 
specifically 6 NYCRR §617.6(b)(4), with respect to the above-
described proposed action.   

 
  Negative Declaration 

 
WHEREAS, the Board of Education of the Half Hollow Hills 
Central School District is considering additions and alterations at 
the Forest Park Elementary School, located at 30 DeForest Road in 
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the hamlet of Dix Hills, Town of Huntington, County of Suffolk; 
and 

 
WHEREAS, the Board of Education declared itself lead agency 
for the proposed action, pursuant to the implementing regulations 
of the State Environmental Quality Review Act, specifically 6 
NYCRR §617.6(b)(4); and 

 
WHEREAS, the Board of Education, as lead agency, has caused 
to be prepared Parts 1, 2 and 3 of an Environmental Assessment 
Form (“EAF”) to evaluate potential significant adverse 
environmental impacts associated with the proposed action, and 
has reviewed the aforesaid EAF and agrees with the contents 
thereof; 

 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that, the Board of 
Education, as lead agency for the action contemplated herein, after 
review of the proposed action, 6 NYCRR Part 617, the EAF and 
the associated documents, hereby determines that the above-
described project is an Unlisted Action; and 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, based upon the information 
contained in the EAF and the associated analyses, the Board of 
Education, as lead agency for the action contemplated herein, and 
after due deliberation, review and analysis, hereby determines that 
the proposed action will not result in significant adverse impacts to 
the environment and hereby adopts the annexed Negative 
Declaration.  

  
    CHESTNUT HILL PROPOSED ADDITIONS AND 

ALTERATIONS 
 
   Lead Agency Designation 
 
   WHEREAS, the Board of Education of the Half Hollow Hills 

Central School District is considering additions and alterations at 
the Chestnut Hill Elementary School; and 

 
 WHEREAS, pursuant to 6 NYCRR §617.4 and §617.5, the Board 

of Education of the Half Hollow Hills Central School District 
reviewed the proposed action and has preliminarily determined that 
same is an Unlisted Action; and  
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 WHEREAS, pursuant to 6 NYCRR Part 617, coordinated review 
of an Unlisted Action is optional and was not undertaken by the 
Board of Education of the Half Hollow Hills Central School 
District; 

 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that, the Board of 

Education of the Half Hollow Hills Central School District hereby 
designates itself as lead agency pursuant to the implementing 
regulations of the State Environmental Quality Review Act, 
specifically 6 NYCRR §617.6(b)(4), with respect to the above-
described proposed action.   

 
   Negative Declaration 
 

 WHEREAS, the Board of Education of the Half Hollow Hills 
Central School District is considering additions and alterations at 
the Chestnut Hill Elementary School, located at 600 South Service 
Road in the hamlet of Dix Hills, Town of Huntington, County of 
Suffolk; and 

 
 WHEREAS, the Board of Education declared itself lead agency 

for the proposed action, pursuant to the implementing regulations 
of the State Environmental Quality Review Act, specifically 6 
NYCRR §617.6(b)(4); and 

 
 WHEREAS, the Board of Education, as lead agency, has caused 

to be prepared Parts 1 and 2 of an Environmental Assessment 
Form (“EAF”) to evaluate potential significant adverse 
environmental impacts associated with the proposed action, and 
has reviewed the aforesaid EAF and agrees with the contents 
thereof; 

 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that, the Board of 

Education, as lead agency for the action contemplated herein, after 
review of the proposed action, 6 NYCRR Part 617, the EAF and 
the associated documents, hereby determines that the above-
described project is an Unlisted Action; and 

 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, based upon the information 

contained in the EAF and the associated analyses, the Board of 
Education, as lead agency for the action contemplated herein, and 
after due deliberation, review and analysis, hereby determines that 
the proposed action will not result in significant adverse impacts to 
the environment and hereby adopts the annexed Negative 
Declaration. 
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   VANDERBILT PROPOSED ADDITIONS AND 
ALTERATIONS 

 
   Lead Agency Designation 
 
   WHEREAS, the Board of Education of the Half Hollow Hills 

Central School District is considering additions and alterations at 
the Vanderbilt Elementary School; and 

 
 WHEREAS, pursuant to 6 NYCRR §617.4 and §617.5, the Board 

of Education of the Half Hollow Hills Central School District 
reviewed the proposed action and has preliminarily determined that 
same is an Unlisted Action; and  

 
 WHEREAS, pursuant to 6 NYCRR Part 617, coordinated review 

of an Unlisted Action is optional and was not undertaken by the 
Board of Education of the Half Hollow Hills Central School 
District; 

 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that, the Board of 

Education of the Half Hollow Hills Central School District hereby 
designates itself as lead agency pursuant to the implementing 
regulations of the State Environmental Quality Review Act, 
specifically 6 NYCRR §617.6(b)(4), with respect to the above-
described proposed action.   

 
  Negative Declaration 
 

WHEREAS, the Board of Education of the Half Hollow Hills 
Central School District is considering additions and alterations at 
the Vanderbilt Elementary School, located at 350 Deer Park 
Avenue in the hamlet of Dix Hills, Town of Huntington, County of 
Suffolk; and 

 
WHEREAS, the Board of Education declared itself lead agency 
for the proposed action, pursuant to the implementing regulations 
of the State Environmental Quality Review Act, specifically 6 
NYCRR §617.6(b)(4); and 

 
WHEREAS, the Board of Education, as lead agency, has caused 
to be prepared Parts 1 and 2 of an Environmental Assessment 
Form (“EAF”) to evaluate potential significant adverse 
environmental impacts associated with the proposed action, and 
has reviewed the aforesaid EAF and agrees with the contents 
thereof; 
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NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that, the Board of 
Education, as lead agency for the action contemplated herein, after 
review of the proposed action, 6 NYCRR Part 617, the EAF and 
the associated documents, hereby determines that the above-
described project is an Unlisted Action; and 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, based upon the information 
contained in the EAF and the associated analyses, the Board of 
Education, as lead agency for the action contemplated herein, and 
after due deliberation, review and analysis, hereby determines that 
the proposed action will not result in significant adverse impacts to 
the environment and hereby adopts the annexed Negative 
Declaration.  
 

COMMENTS FROM 
VISITORS: James Ptucha thanked the Superintendent and the Board of 

Education for their support of his concerns regarding the large 
construction projects being proposed in our community. 

 
ADJOURNMEN: A Motion was made by Mr. Marcucci, seconded by Mrs. Sorkin, 

and carried unanimously (6-0) to adjourn the meeting at 9:10 p.m. 
 
   Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
         
   Rosanne Marini, District Clerk 


