
Financial Aid, (cont.)

Scholarship: New York State Regents Scholarships are no longer awarded The federally-
funded Robert C. Byrd Scholarship, and the Cornell University Regents
Scholarship are awarded to New York State residents who qualify by taking
either the SAT and ACT and who obtain very high scores, as well as a superior
grade point average.

Special Aid Programs

There are thousands of special assistance programs — public and private, local and national,
large and small— that offer scholarships, grants and loans to students You may qualify for one
or more of these programs because of your: academic achievement, religious affiliation, ethnic or
racial heritage, community activities, special hobbies or interests, parents' employers,
organizational memberships, artistic talents, athletic ability, career plans or field of study.  Most
of the special programs consider your financial need to awarding aid, although other criteria are
used too.  The eligibility requirements, application procedures, and deadlines are different for
each program.  Check all of your resources.  Obtain information in the Career-College Research
Centers.  Read our own scholarship bulletins carefully.

How to Apply for Aid

Almost all colleges, state aid agencies and other programs will ask you and your parents to
submit financial information to either the College Scholarship Service (CSS) or the American
College Testing Program (ACT).

It is important to prepare your income tax returns early (late January/early February) in the
year(s) in which you seek and apply for financial aid.

There is a free application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA).  It is available in the College and
Career Center.  In addition, many schools want an additional FAF filed, which requires a fee. 
Check with the individual colleges.

File applications with each college— find out if  the colleges you are considering want you to fill
out another special application in addition to the FAFSA or FAF.  Many colleges have their own
applications for financial aid.  These financial aid applications are different from the admissions
applications, and sometimes have different deadlines.  KNOW WHAT YOU HAVE TO DO
AND WHEN YOU HAVE TO DO IT!

Deadlines are important and the mails uncertain, so it is a good idea to send your application by
certified mail with return receipt if possible.


